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material in each quadrant must be at-
tached as closely as possible to the 
shoulder area of the life preserver. 

[CGFR 60–35, 25 FR 10132, Oct. 25, 1960, as 
amended by CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9383, Mar. 3, 
1982; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35530, June 30, 
1998] 

§ 144.01–25 Ring life buoys. 
(a) Each manned platform must have 

at least four approved ring life buoys 
constructed in accordance with 46 CFR 
Subpart 160.050; except ring life buoys 
approved under former 46 CFR Subpart 
160.009 may be used as long as they are 
in good and serviceable condition. One 
ring life buoy must be placed on a suit-
able rack on each side of a manned 
platform in an accessible place. The 
ring life buoy must always be capable 
of being cast loose and may not be per-
manently secured in any way. 

(b) Each ring life buoy must have a 
water light of an approved automatic 
electric type constructed in accordance 
with 46 CFR Subpart 161.010. A water 
light constructed in accordance with 
former 46 CFR Subpart 161.001 that was 
installed before January 1, 1972 may be 
retained in an existing installation as 
long as it is maintained in good condi-
tion. The water light must be attached 
to the ring life buoy by a 12-thread ma-
nila or equivalent synthetic lanyard 
not less than 1 meter (3 feet) nor more 
than 2 meters (6 feet) in length. The 
water light must be mounted on a 
bracket near the ring life buoy so that 
when the ring life buoy is cast loose, 
the water light will pull free of the 
bracket. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956, as amend-
ed by CGD 79–165b, 45 FR 65208, Oct. 2, 1980; 
CGD 80–155b. 47 FR 10533, Mar. 11, 1982] 

§ 144.01–30 First-aid kit. 
On each manned platform a first-aid 

kit approved by the Commandant or 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines shall be pro-
vided and kept in the custody of the 
person in charge. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956, as amend-
ed by CGD 73–177R, 40 FR 8176, Feb. 26, 1975] 

§ 144.01–35 Litter. 
On each manned platform a Stokes 

litter, or other suitable safety litter 
capable of being safely hoisted with an 

injured person, shall be provided and 
kept in an accessible place. 

[CGFR 68–154, 33 FR 18626, Dec. 17, 1968] 

§ 144.01–40 Emergency communica-
tions equipment. 

On manned platforms means of com-
munication by radio and/or wire tele-
phone shall be provided for contacting 
the shore or vessels in the vicinity for 
aid in the event of an emergency. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956] 

Subpart 144.10—Unmanned 
Platforms 

§ 144.10–1 Lifesaving equipment. 

(a) Except as allowed in paragraph (b) 
of this section, no person may be on an 
unmanned platform unless the fol-
lowing lifesaving equipment is readily 
accessible on the platform: 

(1) A life preserver or a Type I—Per-
sonal flotation device, listed in Table 1, 
for each person. 

TABLE 1—LIFE PRESERVERS AND EQUIVALENT 
PERFORMANCE FLOTATION DEVICES 

Devices marked Equivalent to performance type 
marked 

160.002 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.003 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.004 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.005 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.055 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 

(2) An approved ring life buoy (Type 
IV PFD) for every two persons, but no 
more than four devices are required. 
Each ring life buoy must be of a type 
constructed in accordance with 46 CFR 
subpart 160.050; except a ring life buoy 
that was approved under former 46 CFR 
subpart 160.009 may be used as long as 
it is in good and serviceable condition. 

(3) Each ring life buoy under para-
graph (a)(2) of this section must have 
an approved automatic electric water 
light that is attached as described in 
§ 144.01–25(b). 

(b) The ring life buoys required in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section may be 
kept on a manned vessel that remains 
alongside the platform if there is no 
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